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4 Memoir of Kalpb a', a, Crrimth, M.A., 

Ralph Thomas Rotchkin Griffith, tke tranglafeor of tbe immottal work of 
Vahmki, first saw the light at Corsley in Wiifcshtre on the 25th May, 1826. His lather was the 
Pev, Robert Clavey Grxlfith, rector of Corsley (1S15-1824>) and of Fifield Havant, also in 
Wiltshire (1825-1844) and his mother wae Mary Elbabeth Adderly, daughter of, Ralph Hotchklo 
ot Uppingham Hall, Griffith waS first educated at Westminster School and then at Uppingham 
from whence he proceeded with an exhibition to Queen's College, Oxford, where he graduated 
B A, m 1846 ami M, A., in 184R While at Oxford he was the pcipH of the QriantaUat Horso® 
Hayman Wilson, and here gmnlng the Bodan scholarship, he contmued the study of Sanskrit to 
the end of bis long life. Before leaving for India m 1853, where he was appointed ia the 
Educational Department and given the post of Professor of English Literature la the Sanskrit 
College at Benarea, he held the appointment in his native country as an Assistant Master at 
Marlborough College, for four years, after winch his sei vic^ were confined to India ; which country 
he evidently adopted for he saw bis father-land no more, hfo bones being laid at Rotaghiri, one of 
the picturesque sanatoria in India, an altitude of 7000 feet 

The Sanskrit College at Benares lO an old institution as old, as the Cskutta Sanskrit 
College (its age being lOO years) and in unlsjon with the sacredneas of the place and its peoplei 
composed largely of PAndfle;|,rgi^g on metaphysical questions it began, like its siater lostitu* 
tion as a Sanskrit InstHutinn and it was only m lator times — and that ton 70 years ago— an 
English Department was added to it under its principal Dr. James Robert Ballantyne, the 
versatile scholar. The Blares College rose to eminence and it was one of the colleges that hold 
xfs oxvn in the pre -university days and in the days when the Department of Public Instruction was 
net created, its only rival for tbs imparting of higher education in Upper India was the Agra 
College. Here for fi years SrifTiih carried on his professorial duties with success, hi*! forte lay 'n 
teaching English poetry and he Rhd the hononr, besides, of being the colleague of that emii!. m 
vSeottish pedagogue already uafoed. Him be succeeded, on his retirement in 1861. as th** pini- 
cipal of the College, whir^ position he held with conspicuous ability for 17 years. Government 
itself holding bun itt^high esteem finding him a suooessfal admimetrator and taicher and 
atreedmg to bis request in naming the College as Queen's College, ^fter his own college at Oxfoid 
and, of ccjufs#, after our Queen-Empress Victoria, the Gooil. Iml576 he became the DiriHitor of 
Public instametion, retirmg in 188^, Oovercmeoii granting him a special pennion and conferring on 
iiim t,hf3 title of C. I. E. While Principal, bis anabitfon was that hiVstudeute should show superior 
culture and scholarship coppled character, and his ambition wae more than reidij:*'fl for hm 
Btudsats held high |>odtio|ft‘da the state with great credit to themselves and to the cnUi'iu wnirb 
produced them, and while attached to the college, apart from hialifo'* work, which will be pottc«4 
kter, he gave a direct impetu® to study of Sanskrit by foundiag in 1866 ** The Pandit," 
a monthly journal of the college devoted to Sanakritic Studies, editing it himeelf foi & ymm 
md giving fo i^e v^crid no hm ihau W vols, 
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Though he hes in a Jifferenfc climo and more than SOOO miles away hom bis home, Guffith 
IfFcs lit both fhe (■otUiuenf-^,. Ilrs name will remain so long as the ana and the moon cnduic ami 
the Engl udi language exi'ts. It is as impcfisbabla .is that of Yalmihi, the baid of India 
whu'^e m.i'rter -piece he rendered into supcrl) i^erse . impciishablo as that of the Sbahespeares 
of India ffhosc work^ the J^umara SatiMava, ho translated, imperishable as that of tbo 
aatimrs of fhe old V'edas whose woik heKnglisbed. Hts name will be cherished by the English 
knowing Hindu in bis home, the Eugh-liman in his mother country and the Colonies beyond the 
seas, to the end of time. We may fittingly conclude this memoir by iiaoting the criticism on 
bin’ pootiy by Professor A. A, Maodonneil Ph. G. 

“In the translation (of Sauskilt works presented to the woilcl) Griffith nbanduned rhyme 
and rendered each veise by one sjUabically harmonhsmg mlh the origitmi and gencraliy 
divided into correspendiTig hemistiches Giiffitlds commaud of poetical diction enabled him 
to reproduce the form and spirit of the ancient hymns better than by means of piuse or of 
rbyratng verse. His method of interpretation is eclectic; it follows partly the medicaval commen- 
tators, partly the researches of western scholars supplemented by investigations of his mvn. 
His renderings cannot bo considered authoritative but they are the only versions that pi osent 
the general spirit of the ancient hynitls to the English reudet in ao attractive gtrb, Thim 
GriSith wns not only tiio most voluniiniotm but also the translator of aiicifint Indian 
poetry tliat Great Britain hw yet produced" 

Thf, llEPMirAOFi, 

IlYiMiiiinio Dkci'an, 
iMsBiu Hay, 

2Hi/i i:i€jpk‘i fiber, i&14. 
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s, i? prououtieed like a in fun. 

a hke a in fafcker. 

& • like-a in fate, 

i like i in fill. 

i like ee in feel 

hk® tt iti full 


d is prononacedltke u in flute, 
ai like i in fire, 

au like ou in foul, 

y IS a cousonant only. 

8 is pronounced nearly as sb. 
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